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IMPROVING STUDENTS' READING ABILITY 
USING GRAMMAR TRANSLATION METHOD
By
Devi Siti Sihatul Afiah,
ABSTRACT
This research aims at revealing: (1) To find out whether Grammar Translation 
Method can improve the reading ability; (2) To find out the strengths and weaknesses of 
Grammar Translation Method.
The Class Action Research was carried out in MA Salafiyah Cirebon in 
academic year of 2011/2012 from April to June 2012. The population was the first 
semester of MA Salafiyah in academic year of 2011/2012. The number of population 
was 22 students.
The results of this research were: (1) The Grammar translation Method can 
Improves the students' reading ability, it can be seen in the table 1; (2) The strengths of 
Grammar Translation Method was the students challenged to read the difficult texts. 
And the weakness of Grammar Translation Method was felt bored to memorize the 
vocabularies and irregular verb.
Key words : Reading ability, grammar translation method, and class action 
          research.
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Score  = 
Number of correct answers x 100
Number of all items
Reading 
Indicators
The 
Scores 
of 
Pre-
Test 
The 
Scores 
of 
Post -
Test 1
The 
Scores 
of 
Post -
Test 2
Main Idea 38.9 % 53 % 80.4 %
Detail 
Information
 
53.8 % 70.3 % 89.5 %
Inference
 
44.4 % 52% 77.6 %
Vocabulary
 
54.5 % 68.7% 85.2 %
Reference
 
57.7 % 71.9 % 86.1 %
 
Average 
Scores
 
 
49.86 
%
63.18 
%
83.76 
%
No Explanation Pre-
Test
Post-
Test 
in 
Cycle 
1
 
Post-
Test  
in 
Cycle 
2
1 The 
Highest
 
60
 
80
 
95
2 The Lowest
 
30
 
45
 
60
3 The 
Average
50 64.54 81.13
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